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BOARDING KENNELS

For a variety of reasons planning for an upcoming holiday may need to include
accommodation arrangements for your dog and/or cat. In some instances it may be possible
for your pets to stay at home. This can be best achieved by arranging for a friend or relative to
live in during the period you are away although there are also commercial organisations who
will arrange the service for you.

More commonly a dog is boarded at a boarding kennels. Many dogs spend very happy
holidays in kennels and look forward to going. Plan the visit well ahead, just as you do with
your own holiday and make sure that you visit the kennels beforehand to satisfy yourself that
the accommodation is up to your expectations. All commercial boarding kennels today have
to be licensed by the local authority but standards do vary and it is worthwhile obtaining
recommendations from friends, neighbours or your veterinary surgeon. Reference to Yellow
Pages is a good start to preparing a short list. Another good tip is to board your dog for a
weekend or a few days and see how he settles and his condition when you collect him.

Remember that your dog's vaccination status should be up-to-date since it is a hallmark of a
good kennels to insist upon full vaccination with a certificate to prove it before they will
admit the dog. If they do not wish to see this, you have probably chosen the wrong type of
kennels. Kennels vary in their vaccination requirements. Many in this area require Kennel
Cough vaccination in addition to the obligatory C3 vaccine. Dogs that have not previously
received kennel cough vaccinations require a booster four weeks after the first vaccination.
Ideally, this second vaccination should be given at least ten days prior to boarding, to allow
time for it to take effect. It is essential to check with the kennel well in advance which
vaccination are required and their policy on the interval between vaccinations.

Disclaimer: This information is of a general nature only, and must not be used as veterinary advice except where directed
by your veterinarian. Hall Veterinary Surgery does not warrant the suitability of this information for specific cases. If your
animal is unwell or you want to act on this information, please contact us on 6230 2223.



